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SARNIA NEWS

St. Pat's gymnasium revamp more
costly than planned
BY JOSH BOYCE

MAY 14, 2025 - 11:03AM

Major upgrades at St. Patrick's High School in Sarnia are going to be more
expensive than initially planned.

During a special meeting on Tuesday, the St. Clair Catholic District School Board
(SCCDSB) approved spending close to $973,000 on gymnasium renovations.

They accepted a bid by Innovative Construction Services Inc. of Corunna
for $821,000, which didn't include professional fees, inspections, sound system
replacement, and taxes.

The total cost exceeds the board's initial estimate by nearly $283,000.

SCCDSB Capital Projects Coordinator Rachel Chortos outlined the scope of the
work.

"We are putting in a drop down stage to alleviate the custodial team putting together
that piece by piece stage manually every time there's an event," said Chortos. "We'll
be refinishing and doing a new coating on the floor, new main court basketball nets,
new wall mats, and painting throughout the gym. There will be a new sound system
in the gym, we'll be adding some new lockers on the school side, and doing some
painting and touchups throughout the school."

Chortos said there are a couple of reasons as to why the initial cost estimate
increased.

"The masonry costs were a lot higher than what we had budgeted for," she said. "Our
consultants had given us an estimate that we based the budget on. The mechanical
and electrical costs were higher as well. We are replacing the ceiling fans and doing
a little bit of ductwork revisions to make room for a new doorway from the corridor.
Those pieces represent the majority of the gap."

SCCDSB Manager of Risk and Supply Chain Tony Prizio said the price increase is a
sign of the current market.

"We're noticing this on other projects too, and other purchases that we're making,"
said Prizio. "Contractors out there are uncertain about the affects the tariffs will have
on them. A lot of them are building in a bit of a safety net, we believe, on their prices
to make sure they're prepared for any uncertainty in the markets."

Prizio said they're working with other school boards across the province to see if any
savings can be realized, in the event tariffs are de-escalated.
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New ‘Field of Dreams’
baseball diamond opens at
Petrolia’s Lambton
Centennial Public School
NEWS 39 MINUTES AGO

The school, on Oil Heritage Road in Petrolia, was
awarded a $150,000 grant in 2025 from the Jays
Care Foundation and TD to build it.

Sting acquire physical
forward
NEWS 41 MINUTES AGO

The OHL club has acquired 19-year-old forward
Parker Holmes from the Brantford Bulldogs in
exchange for 3rd and 6th round draft picks in
2028.

SCF's inaugural spring
grant program benefits six
groups
NEWS 44 MINUTES AGO

The Sarnia Community Foundation has doled out
six grants, totaling $29,250, to support projects
and initiatives within Lambton County.

Strangway Centre offering
wide range of summer
programming
NEWS 49 MINUTES AGO

The full lineup was released Tuesday ahead of the
opening of registration June 16 at 9 a.m.

Census employees to start
door-knocking
NEWS 2 HOURS AGO

Statistics Canada is beginning in-person follow-
ups this week to residents who have not filled out
their 2026 Census questionaire.

New features added to
Sounds of Summer series
NEWS 6 HOURS AGO

The free initiative will kick off on Tuesday, June 2,
with Scottish Night at the Suncor Agora at
Centennial Park.

LOAD MORE LOCAL STORIES

Work was scheduled to begin at the end of June, with the hope of it being completed
in time for the next school year.

The project will be funded through the board's annual School Condition Improvement
allocation.

Sarnia, Ontario
CURRENT CONDITIONS
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